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27. In Idukki Package, all items except those like road censtruction
are to be implemented by various Commodity Boards. But,
inordinate delay has occurred in formulating and implementing
these schemes. Immediate steps will be taken to rectify this.

IRRIGATION

28.-  Rs. 376 crore is set apart for irrigation and ﬂoed control. The lion
share of this is earmarked for major and medium projects. it is
widely accepted that such project have not yielded the expected
results. The cost escalations due to delays in implementation is
the main reason for this. For example, Karapuzha project, was -
started with an estimate of Rs. 7.6 crore in 1978. Rs. 272 crore has
been spent till now. This year, again Rs. 16 crore is earmarked.
This is the case with almost all other projects. Instead of spending
more on these projects, they have to be terminated forthwith at the
completed stage. New projects can be considered only after this.

" More importance is being given to minor irrigation in this Budget
. than earlier. The Gross outlay is Rs. 78.79 crore.

29. 1 am confident that Chamravattom regulator-cum-bridge can be |
inaugurated this year. This w1ll be arecord. An amount of Rs. 61
crore is set apart.

30. The State Government has taken timely action in the wake of
apprehensions caused by the precarious state of Mullapperiyar dam.
Considering the safety and interest of the people of Kerala it is
inevitable to construct a new dam ensuring water to Tamil Nadu.
For the detailed study of the dam Rs. 10 crore is set apart.

31. The outlay for Soil-Water conservation is enhanced to Rs. 36 crore
" from the present Rs. 27 crore. An amount of Rs. 30 crore is set
apart for Western Ghat Development programme. Additional
funding to Panchayats can only be considered on the basis of
utilization . A model blo-dlversny park will be established as part

of this scheme.

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY AND DAIRY

- 32. . The outlay for animal husbandry is enhanced to Rs. 118 crore
) from Rs. 74 crore . It may be recalled that the outlay for 2006-07
was only Rs. 34 crore. The importance this government gives to

~ this sector is evident from the leap in outlay. An amount of Rs. 23
crore is earmarked for modernisation of veterinary hospitals, labs
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etc. An amount of Rs. 15 crore is set apart for the modernisation
of public sector undertakings. Cattlefeed subsidy will continue.
Sir, from this year onwards, insurance to cattle will be introduced.
An amount of Rs. 5 crore is earmarked for this.

The outlay for dairy sector is enhanced to Rs. 22 crore from Rs.
11 crore. Qut of this, Rs. 10.6 crore is for financial assistance to
primary. milk societies. Rs. 6 crore is set apart for promoting
commercial dairy farms. '

FISHERIES SECTOR _
'34. My announcement in the first budget to spend Rs. 3000 crore for
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36.

the developmental activities in coastal areas was ridiculed by some.
But, they are speechless now. May I list the main achievements of
this unique development-relief programme, the most important
among them is the Fishermen’s Debt Relief. So far, debt amounting
to Rs. 142 crore has been written off. The educational reservation

~ for Latin Catholics has been enhanced to 2%. Besides, the

educational expense of students from all fishermen families
irrespective of caste or religion in self-financing colleges was also
taken over by the government. Pensions, insurance benefits etc.
have been more than doubled. Insurance has been introduced to
cover accidents during up and down journeys for fishing. Boats
and nets were also insured.

In fisheries sector, an amount of Rs. 2505 crore has already been
spent or Administrative Sanction issued. This includes Rs. 1378
crore for Tsunami projects, Rs. 414 crore for harbour engineering,
Rs. 125 crore Matsyafed, Rs. 307 crore for Fisheries Department
and Rs. 251 crore for other departments. During 2010-11, all the
eligible residents of coastal area will be provided house and
electricity. .

This august House has witnessed the enactment of legislations
protecting the best interests of the fishing sector. Act to ensure the
exporter’s share to the fishermen’s welfare fund. Act to permit
traditional boats for trawling during monsoon, Debt Relief Act
and the new Aquarian Reforms Act to be introduced in the
Legislature are worth mentioning. In contrast, the ASEAN Treaty
poses a major threat to this sector. If the Central Food Security
Act is passed, 60% fisherman will be deprived of the benefits of

- statutory rationing. The Central Marine Fisheries Act may

undermine our aquarian reforms.
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