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Papers Laid on the Table.

Minister for Law (Shri V. R. Krishna Iyer) : Sir,I lay on the
table the Supplementary Budget Estimate of the Kerala State
Flectricity Board for the year 1957-58 as required by sub-section
(3) of Section 61 of the Eleciricity (Supply) Act, 1948.

Finance Minister (Shri C. Achutha Menon) : Sir, I lay on
the table the Statements of Assets and Liabilities, Profit and Loss
Account, Audit Report and Report on the working of the Kerala
Financial Corporation for the year ended 31st March 1957.

Breach of Privilege by a Newspaper |
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My. Speaker : Yes, I shall give the ruling if you are so very
particular about it. ‘

Order, order. I had promised this House my ruling upon
the notice given by Mr. C. A. Mathew on the 20th June 1957 to
raise a question of a breach of privilege of the House arising out
of the editorial in the ‘Kaumudi’ a local daily in its issue dated
20th June 1957. »

The editorialin question is given the heading “Speaker”
and is devoted entirely to crilicising the conduct of the Speaker
jn the discharge of his duties as the Speaker. Having gone
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through the previous rulings in the House of Commong, the Cen-
tral Assembly and the Lok Sabha, I find that what would amount
to a breach of privilege is the imputation of partiality to. the
Speaker. As early as 1926 in the Central Assembly it was ruled

that the Press is at liberty to criticise the conduct of the Chair

as much as it pleases withoul casting or suggesting any reflec-

‘tion on its partiality. For the benefit of the members 1 shall

reproducé the ruling:

“The Chair welcomes the statement just made by the
honourable the Home Member on behalf of the Government.
It gives the Chair an opportunity to express its view on this
newspaper report which has evoked the statement from the
Home Member. The attention of the Chair has been drawn
to the writing under the heading “From our Special Corres-
pondent” appearing in a certian newspaper. There is no
doubt that the statement contains an insinuation of partiality
directed against the Chair and the publication of such an
insinuation constitutesin the opinion of the Chair a grave
breach of the privilegés of the House, deserving of the seve-
rest condemnation. The Chair however is not prepared to
take a serious view of the matter at present and hopes that
the statement made by the Home Member will have the
desired effect on the newspaper concerned and it will express
its unqualified regret for its publication of the reportin
question forthwith. If the matter is again mentioned by any

" member of the House at a later date complaining that the
newspaper in question is unpenitent, the Chair will pass
such orders against it as are permissible. The Press must
know that no suggestion of partiality however remote,direc-
ted against the Chair will be tolerated. At the sume time
the Pressis fully entitled to crilicise the ccnduct of the
Chair as much as it pleases without casting or suggesting
any reflection on its partiality. The Speaker must guard
and maintain his reputation for impartiality of all things at
any cost, and he cannot do so if he allows such suggestions
or insinuations to pass unnoticed.”

The editorial in qﬂestién criticises the Speaker in very harsh
and strong language, no doubt. It contains insinuations and
blunt statements that the Speaker is ignorant, a worthless and

._vainglorious man, and deserves the Nobel Prize for giving
rulings ‘that cannot be respected, The method and language to be

used for criticism by a newspaper editor is a matter that is not
to be dictated but decided by the sponsors of the paper them-
selves depending upon their taste. According to some,
the level kept by the paper may he low and to some others it

- may be otherwise. What we are concerned with is whether

partiality has been imputed to the Speaker. In one portion of
the editorial it is made clear that they do not want to do so:
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portions of the editorial may suggest, I would request the -
honogra’t}le House to be henevolent and to refrain from
guestioning the honesty of the sponsors of the editorial.

But I may point out that every conclusion drawn by the
paper is based on wrong and untrue facts. '

It is quite possible that a paper whose accredition has been
withdrawn grows indignant over it without caring to go into the
merits or demerits of the action taken against it. In'its fury the
language may sometimes run riot. But I am of the view that
decent journalism demands careful ascertainment of the truth-
involved in news and facts published by them, especially so when
they cannot have direct access to the source from where the news
are obtainable. That this paper did not observe it was really
unfortunate. |

The punishment that is found to be meted out to newspapers
for this kind of breach of privilege is the withdrawal of press
facilities, though it is within the competence of tie House to
award more severe forms of punishment.

Since in the case of this paper; there is nothing to be with-
drawn I request the House to take a more liberal and lenient
view of the matter because the newspaper itself seems to have
been emboldened to write the editorial in this manuner on its own
admission on account of this fact. It has prescribed the maxi-
mum punishment for breach of privilege and contended itself by
saying that it is already under that punishment. Probably, if
it had known that the House is competent to resort to more
severe forms, it might not have done so.

Iam sure that the Press in this country would not copy or
imitate the example of this paper because they are sufficiently
enlightened to be alive to their sense of respgnsibility to ihe
news reading public of this country-

Under these circumstances I don’t find myself justified in

‘referring the matter to the Committee of Privileges and assure

the House that any attempt to commit a breach of privilege of

the House will not be allowed to pass unnoticed. It will be more’
prudent and more in keeping with the dignity of the House if

we simply ignore such misuse of the invaluable right of the free-

dom of the press and leave the rest to decent democratic opinion

without affording opportunity ' for sensation, the creation of
which, probably, may be exactly what the authorsof the editorial

are in search of.

We will now pass on to the Legislative Business.
. LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS.
The Payment of Salaries and Allowances (Amendment)
Bill, 1957.
Chief Minister (Shri E. M. S. Namboodiripad) : |
" I move that the Payment of Salaries and Allowances
(Amendment) Bill be finally passed.
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