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Purchase and transport of I'ood grains,

10. Mg, K. A, HOHAKED : Will the Government be pleased to place
on the tablc o caste war statement of the omployces of the new
departments of Purchase and Transport of Faood Grains and the Ration-
ing of ¥ood Grains ? ' - ‘

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA G. PARAMESWARAN PILLAI: The time and
labour involved in the compilalion of thess statistics would be out
of proportion to its utility. ’ T

Commandeering Boats.

11.  MR. K. A, MOHAMED : Will the Government be pleased to state :
(@) when {he boats are commandeered whether they give any
special marks to them to distinguish them from those that are not com-
mandesred ;
(0) whother the public arc informed of the same; and
(¢) whethor they are aware thet merchants and businessmen
are put to very great loss and delay when they load their goods in coms
mandeered boats being not able to distinguish the commandeered boats
from those not commandecred ?

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA & PARAMESWARAN PILLAl: (a) Commandecred
vallums are painted with distinguishing marks. The work of painting
1810 progress and has not been completed. ' |

(b) The public could very well see the warlks.

(¢) No. DMerchants and businessmen should not load cargo in
commandeered boats without permission. Whether a vallum has been
commandeered or not can be ascertained also from the lists kept in the
Depot Offices and Canal Qfficss. |

RULING RE" ABCENCE OF MEMBEBS DURING POLL.

PRESIDENT :  Order, order. ‘I'wo points arose out of yesterday's
procecdings. One wes with reference to the polle. As there is o
large number of new members, I might state that so loug as voling
on any demand is taking plage, nobody should enter or léave the
Bouse. DBefore a poll is called for, there is no restriction on the ins
gress or egress of the members, but when a poll is being taken, they
must either be in or out, and only those persons who are  present will
be counted. . . , .

- The next point arises oud of a question put by Mr. M. R. Ramwa-
krishna Pillai with regard to the publication of one of his speeches.

Does tho honourable member wish to say anything on the matter ?
We are now ready. -

RULING RE: PRESS REPORTING.

MR, M. R, RAMAKRISHNA PILLAI (Clhirayinkil cum Nedumangad) :
It is a matter of genecral interest and I want to raice the poiné as ono
affccting the Preszasa whole, . . . . . . .

PRESIDENT ; Have you secn tho latost issue of the paper which
has published & correction ? o o 8 odeg
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MR, M. R. RAMAKRISHNA PILLAl: I saw it, Bir, But that has
made matters worge. : ,

I think that the Press has got the responsibility to sea that the
proceedings of the Liegislature appear in extenso, or if they abridge,
they do so at their own responsibility or risk. In England, you way
be aware, Sityeen, - - - : S
-~ PRESIDENT :- T am making & ruling in the matter. |

Mr. M. R. RAMAKRISHNA PILLAI : Then I do not want to pursue it.

PRESIDENT : * Wo, no, By all means you can complete your
speéch. | |

- - MR. M. R. RAMAKRISHNA PILLA]: In England, Press reporters are
not allowed to be present in the Houses of Parliament, and even if
they are #0 allowed, it is only as sufferance and a matter of privilege.
If & member of the House of Commons or the House of Lords de.
mands that the Pregs should be cleared out, it can be done. I do not
know whether it i3 o right or a privilege in this House. But, at any
rate, we members have a right to demand that our speeches, if
published, should be correct. : S '

-~ PRESIDENT: Oxder, order. The strict parliamentary rule is that
no parliamentary proceedings should be reported and reporters of the
Press sre allowed to be present only a8 & matter of grace and con-
cession. And what is more, no member can get his speech reported
in the papers, - The right of freedom of speech immediately drops
when & member communicates his speech to the Press; If the specch
is libellous, people are entitled to proceed against him for libel, not-
withstanding that he delivered it at a place where exemption was
made. -There are very sbrict rules due to the power of the English
Parliament as a sovereign court as woll as a sovereign legislature. All
those rules have nob becn adopted én cxtenso in this country. These
Houses of Liegislaturs are in no way sovereign cither as a court or as
a legislature, But it is a clear and undoubted rule that the reporters

to the‘various newspapers axe here as a matter of privilege and not
ag of right, At any stage, it is open either to the President or the

Honourable House to say that the reporters should cease to attend.

-From that it follows that the privilege of the reporters is one which

can bo curtailed or regulated. = It is, of course, nobody's ides to eurtail

$hese priyileges, if the reports are made on the basis that the reports
‘should either be verbutim or absolutely corvect, substantial compﬁn@ha
~of the speeches. If the reports are verbatim there is mot much risk

on the reporter, although it may not always be to the advantage of
some honourable member to have them veported verbatim, because
some people make statements which they later on rather regret having
made. But if the reporier wants to condense it, then he must do 80
o} his peril. . He must be careful in seeing thay ! the original points

~are. brought into the summary. And that is g ‘matter which 18

largely gmided by the traditions of the Pregs, g ' i
nd generally speaking,
the Pr_qsg,l}ave exercised their privileges Sati’af_aqt or%ly, ) y | pe
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If honounrable members wish, at any time, to bring to the notice
of §he Chair, any infraction of the ‘rule or any enrtailment of these
privileges, they are at liberty to place a statement bafore the Sceretary.
The penalty in the Parliament is of course, very scricus, but ths ouly
penaldy that can be inflicted here is to ask the reporter not to attend ag
2 reporter. He can, of course, be in the Visitors’ Gallery, I am told
just now there has been another report incorrectly made. If the
honourable member concorned brings forward the matter, it will bhe
considered, ’

DEMANDS FOR GRANT:S.—(contd.)

DEMAND X~—LAND REVvENUE aND Taxss oN INcoMm-—(conid.)

" MB. K. R. NARAYANAN (Noiiinated) : I beg leave to move motion
Oo 190 ’
1Motion No, 19,

BR. K. R. NARAYANAN:  aud, emocd mo patedmale males
mOggmooaﬁﬂacﬂs\O@@_m.

© To roduce the total allotient of Ru. 18 02,106 for Land Revomie by Ro, 1. "

To disaugs the neceasity for taking eteps fu orda to resume land given on registey
if it is left urenltivated for 3 years cons~gulively and to give that land on
;casofor specilic perieds to Tondless porsons or persens who own very [ittlo
atdi. .

PRESIDENT : Order, crder. Evidently the honourable member is
not aware of what has already been done by the Govenment in shis
matter. In order to refresh his memory and in order to indicate What
the Government propose to do in the mattor, the Chief Secretary will
make a statement. ~ - .

RAJYASEVAPRAVINA G. PARAMESVARAN PILLAI: 'The objeci of
motion No. 18 moved by Mr, K. R. Narayanan is as follows ¢
To digcuss the neeessity for taking stepe in order to resame iand griven im regstry
it 3t is loft vneultivated for throe ¥eacs contosutively and to give thet land on
lease for specific pericda to landicas jerrons or persens who owa very little
lend, ' ’ =
[t is the declared policy of Government that assighments of lands in
luture would be sabjest to resumption in the 'event of no cultivation
being starsed within six months of the date of assignment, The lands
will also bs subject to periodical inspection by the Liand Revenue
authorities in order to ascertain the nature and extent of the cultiva-
lion effccted. Where anti-ercsion measures and t{errace cullivation
are considered to be in the best interests of agricultural operations in
sarticular aveas, Government will insist upon these being done.  And
in appropriatc cases where important pionesring work is requisite,
Government will render 1the necessary facilities also, The question,
however, may be a little more diflicult and complicated in the case of
lands which aro already at the :absolute disposal of regisiry ‘holders.
iven in such eates, Government iotend o take the nccessary powers
snd onach measures in order %o bring under cultivation compulsotily
args arexs of uocultivated lands. Provision bas- alrcady beed made
n the Defence of Trayancore Rules under which . Gavernment msy,
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