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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS X 605 -
MR. M. R. RAMAKRISHNA PILLAL: Yes, 8ir, T adwmit. I undessisnd ™
that you asked me for & statement on this matter.

PRESIDENT.: Yes, the honourable member can make his staie-
ment. o _ - : _ -
Me. M. R. RAMAKRISHNA PILLAI: Shall I place it on the table of
the Secretary or may I read it ? ' .

. PRESIDENT: Nobwithstanding the honourable member. giving a
copy of the mutilated version of his speech to the Secretary, he is at
Iiberty to make a statement in writing about that and ask the Chair to
deal with the newspaper concerned. That is what I am asking the
honoarable member to do. -

~ Mr. M. R. RAMAKRISHNA PILLAJ: Theo 1 shall place a statement
1n the hands of the Secretary. S

PROCEDURE REGARDING MOVING OF CUT MOTIONS—
| RULING OF THE PRESIDENT.

MR. P, 8, NATARAJA PILLAI: Before we proceed with the business
for the !day, I rise to,a point of order, The other day the ruling *
given was that if there were ‘more than one cut motion and if one cu
motion was voted upon all the other motions lapsed. :

PRESIDENY : Under that heading. - ' , :

- Mg, P, S. NATARAJA PILLAI: Yes, Sir. But if the motion is with-
drawn with the permission of the House, the position is changed.
There is a ruling to the coffect that if a motion is withdrawn, all th-
other motions under that head ave in order and can be discussed. Now
the procedure here is to eall upon honourable members to talk on the
first motion. So if the first motion is withdrawn, all the other hono-
urable members who have sent cut motions under that patticular item
lose their right of making speeches and pressing for division.

'MR. K. 6. KUNJUKRISHNA PILLAI: On the point that when a
motioz is voted upon all the cut motions under that bead lapse there
havebeen specific rulings. On the other point there has not been a
specific ruling. I would also bring to the attention of the Chair the
ruling reported in Vol. 12 page 676-and Vol. 14 pages 5§24-525 of the
Travancore Assembly Proceedings, - - - / .

I would quote the following paragraph :—

" ““The matter -deserves more oonsideration. I do not propose to give a ruling
except to allow the gonsideration of the motion without prejudice ta the ruling
- referred to. The matter is of great importance and honourable wembers will
rememnber that it also affeots the privileges of the House. 1f we a7e to stop
with the deciginn of one mwotion under one heading then the depattmnt be-
¢ones absolutely safo from any attack under any other topic. The question

has to | e well considerad before 1 give & ruling-” o ’

o e s Sabseguently the Chair has not given a ruling on this matter. I
may submxt'that when once & motion is either withdrawn or not voted
upon due ifo some cause or other, it would be better to allow the subse-
quent motions to be dispyssed. , When a motion is voted upon, all the



t=

LIBRARY ARCHIVES Kerala Legislative Assembly

696 THE TEAVANCORE SRT MULAM ASSEMBLY [267H AUGUsT 1044,
(Mr. K. G. Kunjukrishna Pillai.] '

subsequent motions under that head lapse. Otherwise the subsequent

-motions do not lapse.

MR. P. . NATARAJA PILLAI: There is another ruling reported on
page 141 and distinction is made when a motion is withdeawn and
when it is voted upon.

- MR. K. G. KUNJUKRISHNA PILLAL: T would refer the Chair to rulings

1209 and 225 reported on pages 134 and 141 respectively. The ruling

to which Mr. Nataraja Pillai refers is ruling 225,

PRESIDENT: I wanted to bring this to the notice of the House.
I shall now give & ruling on the subject. I have been considering this
matter for some time. The idea underlying the whole of this doctrine
i8 as follows :—Xiet us, for instance, take any ons of these grants. Take
for example the Registration Department which is now under discus-
gion. The first item relates to salaries. The second is a motion for
reduction of total allobment. Supposing under salaries there had been
two or thiree motions, all admissible, and all of them had been $oken,
but the motion that was moved was, let us say, the first motion.
Nominally, the idea is that the Department’s attention is drawn, or in
the case of salaries & reform is sought to be introduced and under that
heading the Dopartmental conduct of affairs is regarded as not satis-

factory. In the case of the budget, after general discussion, there

13 3 vote on grants. These votes, although they are token motions

~are generally regarded as motions reflecting upon the conduct or

policy of that Department. Tspecially so is it the case in the matter
of motions for reduction of total allotment. In the case of the smaller
iterns the usual practice has been, and I think expediency demands
that that practice should be continued, to regard them as matters for
the ventilation of local grievances ; in other words, people who want 0

-point out that in & particular locality a bridge or a road is necessary,

have to put forward their points of view and a vote on that matter is
never regarded as & vote of confidence or of no-confidence, but regarded
mainly as a means afforded by the general discussion for the discus-
sion and determination of local grievances, The cage is different when
we come to motions for reduction of total allotment. The motions for
reduction of total allotment can be of two varieties. One get of
motions may curtail the demand by 20, 50, or 100 per cent. There
may be a motion %o reject the whole of that demangd - :

In such cases there can be no controversy as to the prosedure:
They are distinctly votes of no-confidence in the department or the
Government as the cnse may be. Generally speaking, votes of that
kind in al} departments, excepting the vote on General Administration,
are 1ot regarded as votes of confidence or no-confidence in the Govern-
ment a8 & whole but are regarded as affecting the department in
questiomn. .~ - T S S

. ~Page2o0f4
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RULING OF THE PRESIDENT, . ——

The last caiegory ig ‘token cuts’. ‘““Token cuts” although they may
be fox one rupee or Lalf a rupee, have by long conveniion in Parlia-
ment, in the Uentral Legiclative Assembly and hers, boen regarded as
tantamount to s vote of confidence or no-confidence. And_for that
reaszon, motiona for reduction of total allotment nre debated on that
bagsis. That being so, the queation becomes easy of solution. Ifa-
matter has besn raised, debated and dezided upon affirmatively under
this heading zay ** Mtion for reduction of ‘otal allofment of Rs. 27,474
by Srimati T, Narayani Amma’ ete., ete. it 'means that the depars-
mend hag gone wrong in that respect and is censured mildly or severely
as the case may be. On the other hand the motion may be voted
out, that is, after hearing all these argumeris the Assembly may come
to the conclusisn either that $he departmens has conducted its affairs
fairly satisfactorily or at all events that the dissatisfaction of the depart-
ment is not snfficiently atrong to demand such o vote. These being the
principles o which token mciions are voted upon, we now eome fo the

quesiion of withdrawsal.

Withdrawal can take place in either of vwo ways, A member who
has given & moiion for & cut which, incideutally it may be remarked,
necd not be seconded, can wishdraw it at his pleasare. If he with-
draws i, it is open to the House to ailow him to withdraw it or vot. If it
15 a matter of some importancs and if on aceount of some arrangements,
which the parsicular member has made with the Government Benches-
a particular grievance has been satisfied by the Governmen$ an honour-
&ble member may withdraw his mation. It is open tothe House either
to allow him to withdraw or not to withdraw, but generally speiking
the convention of $his House is that a person Who wants to withdraw his
motion is allowed $o withdraw it excepting where o real point of great
principls is involved, That being %o, slthough certain arguments
could be advancsd on the other eide thub because if & withdrawal is
liable to rejection by the Housa every withdrawal must be regarded os

tantamonnt to & vote, I think that from the point of view of conveni-

ence and expedition of business in the House it would be well fo lay
down &s an equitable rule thal whera a motion is Wiﬁhdr&'Wﬂ.‘ by an
honourable member, then it should not necessarily involve & jettisoning
or & rejection of the other demsnds under that head but that the next
person who has ¢iven a demand for a cut would bz aliowed to speak and
8 vole would be taken on that cut, That wounld be the posifion: -

MR. PULIYOOR T. P. VELAYUDNAR PILLAI: Sir, T wish to bring %o
the notice of the Chair, an ancmalous position that msy eusue as fhe
result of this.” As stated by ihe Legal Remembrancer, if alter the
withdrawal of the first motion under a sub-head, the other persons who
have tabled the cut motions under the same head are allowed to discuss
shem agein, there would be some difficulty. ‘ SR |

CPRESIDENT . 1iis not a-guestion of discussion. The principle bas

-already besn stated. Assgon as Srimati Narayani Amma moves, she
will be asked to speak, Then, Messts, Udayabhanu and “Natarajs

Pillai will also bs asked o speak. - Afterall +hose persons have spoken,
Vol KEIVe Nog 10, o0 s o inadh it i i
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Brimati Narayani Amma may withdraw her mosion. If, after being

satisfied so far as her owan cut motion is concerned, she wishdraws her

motion, that does not preclude the vote, Ifisnoia question of discus.
sion, bacause all the discussion Wonld have been over by thas time.

. - In other words, even if Srimati Narayani Amma eays that she is
_satisfied with the explanation of Government aud does not want o
pursue the matter to voting point, it is open for Mr. Udayabhanu to
“say that o vote chould be taken on his motion. That isall that the
. ruling impliea,

'DEMANDS FOR GRANTS-~(contd.)
DEMAND XIII~ RuIsTRATION— (contd.)

- Mg, A. P, UDAYABHANY : Yesterday 1 was pressing two points be-
fore the House. One was that facilities for the effective eontrol over
the subordinates in the Registration Deparfment should be provided so
a8 to prevent corrupiion. A minimum number of doguments should be
fixed for disposal in the ordinary course of business and the rest would
be charged with late fee, part of is going to the staff and part of it to
Vhe Governmens. All the work that acvumulates in a doy muss be dise
posed of on the very same day. That would avoid the changes of har-
asging the people by ths Sub-Registrar. : L
- Thesecond point was that trained and woll-equipped people
should be employed for conveyancing instead of tho laymen who are
now doing this job, This will prevent a lot of lisigation. In #his con-
nection 1 would like to draw the attention of the Hcuse on & resole:
$ion passed by the Bar Council recommending to Ggvernment that all
Jawyers must be asked to certify every document before it is taken up
for registration. But I do not ask for %ha turning out of all the .
docament writers here and naw, The people who are now subsisting
as document writers must be given permits or licences to confinue
sir Jobs and laymen shuuld not be recruited in future. If this is done .
the lawyers would be well equipped with good document writers and
conld work successtully which will ultimately be of great benefit to the
public at large. Thare is ancther thing whioch I wanh to place before
this Houte. Peoplc of all classes gather before the Bub Registrar’s
office from differcnt places. They huve to wait for honrs or even days
‘togethier ontside the office. Thercfore, just as in the Transport De-
p‘ar_tmeni;, & waiting shed muay bs provided for the Sub Regisiry offices.
This would fgscxlitate the people coming to the offices and prevent them,
from wandering all over the place. - Furiher, i wiil. avoid much crowd
on the narrow verandahs of the offices, et o -
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